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According to US officials interviewed by James LeMoyne of the New York Times (02/12/88), the
US Embassy in Honduras has opposed efforts by US drug enforcement officials to thoroughly
investigate the army on drug trafficking activities. The Honduran army's ties to drug trafficking
were mentioned by former adviser to Panamanian Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega, Jose I. Blandon,
in congressional testimony last week. Next, Juan Ramon Matta Ballesteros, who is believed to be a
major dealer for the Medellin cartel, resides in Tegucigalpa and is reportedly a friend of senior army
officers and politicians. Jorge Ochoa, one of Colombia's notorious drug barons, was recently arrested
in Colombia (and later released). When police located him, he was driving the Porsche of the
Honduran military attache in Colombia, Col. Said Speer. In congressional testimony, Blandon said
Col. Speer is an associate of Noriega. US officials say Speer is involved in drug dealing. Speer has
"close ties" with US officials, and denies involvement in illegal activities. At the time of the Ochoa
arrest, reporters pointed out that Speer's army income was inadequate to purchase a Porsche. Matta,
born in Honduras, fled a Colombian jail and is wanted by the DEA for the 1985 slaying of Enrique
Camarena Salazar, a US drug agent. According to US officials, Camarena was killed in Mexico
while Matta was there running drug operations. Under Honduran law, Matta cannot be extradited
from Honduras to stand trial in another country. This appears to be the reason he returned to
Honduras to spend a brief period in jail in 1985 before reportedly buying his way out. Currently,
he lives in a large house in Tegucigalpa. US officials say that Matta may be worth more than $2
billion. According to US and Honduran officials cited by LeMoyne, Matta managed to get the army
involved in drug trafficking between 1978 and 1981, working with the chief of army intelligence,
Col. Leonides Torres Arias. These officials were cited as saying that the CIA found that Torres Arias
was involved in drug dealing by working with Matta out of Colombia, and with Panamanian Gen.
Noriega. The officials told LeMoyne that the "CIA did not mind so much about the drug dealing,"
until it reportedly found that Torres Arias was also running guns for the Salvadoran rebels and the
Sandinistas in Nicaragua. According to LeMoyne's unnamed sources, the CIA became "increasingly
worried in 1981 when the colonel twice visited Cuba...to meet Castro, visits arranged through
Noriega." Torres Arias reportedly opposed an active role by Honduras in support of the contras.
He was then "maneuvered out of power in late 1981 by other ambitious army officers backed by the
CIA." At present, the colonel is reportedly an influential adviser to the current head of Honduran
military intelligence and to the head of the Honduran Army, Gen Humberto Regalado Hernandez,
and is again in contact with Matta. An unnamed US official cited by LeMoyne said he "worries
that Torres Arias will argue that it is time to cut off the contras and that `Noriega will try to call in
some old chips' to push the process along to avenge what he feels is unfair treatment by the US."
Honduran officials have reacted to charges against the military for involvement in the drug trade
to the US by pointing out that their government requested a permanent representative of the Drug
Enforcement Administration in Tegucigalpa in 1984. The request was rejected, since Washington
did not consider Honduras to be an important route in the trade. The officials also emphasize that
they delivered people for trial in the US, albeit without full extradition procedures. One widespread
report in Honduras, distributed by various non-US sources and cited recently in the New York
Times (02/15/88) follows: Last October the US told armed forces chief Gen. Humberto Regalado
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Hernandez that it had definitely identified five key Honduran colonels as involved in the drug
traffic. The DEA was persuaded not to act on its information, according to this report, to avoid
endangering Honduran cooperation in the contra war effort. Instead, a compromise was reportedly
worked out, according to which the colonels were to be removed from posts where they could be
active. Thus far, the report says, the colonels remain where they were.
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